A Word from the Principal... December 2009

Dear Parents and Community Members,
It has been a very eventful November at Meadows Valley School. The high school and junior high participated in the Extreme Challenge on November 9th which was sponsored by the McCall Memorial Hospital. Meadows Valley students in grades 7th to 12th went to nine different workshops on a variety of topics which were put together by local volunteers. The theme they advocated was to encourage youth to make healthy choices. The workshops targeted teen issues and concerns. The workshop titled “Choosing Your Success” was put on by an inspiring Olympic athlete. A police officer shared about the internet and what teens should know about safety issues and what they need to be aware of when they text or send e-mail messages. Another workshop gave teens the opportunity to empathize with the elderly by having them experience some of the physical limitations of the elderly in a very create way. The importance of exercise and good nutrition was presented as students balanced on inflated medicine balls. Another workshop described the impact of smoking and the risks involved. Healthy relationships were dealt with in a workshop titled “No Means No”. The grand finale was an African drumming group that performed and encouraged the students and teachers to participate in drumming and dance. It was a very informative and the students were given a great deal of information to help them consider living a great life full of healthy choices.

I hope you had the opportunity to come to the Veterans Day Assembly at Meadows Valley School on November 11th. Steve Richerson the father of two of our own Meadows Valley students was the guest speaker. He is retired United States Air Force officer and gave a very inspiring message to the students. Mike Howard presented a flag to Meadows Valley School. The flag was flown over Afghanistan and also represented his son, Matt Howard, who served with the United States Army in Iraq. Becky Dwello and several of the students did readings and our local veterans were honored and served refreshments provided by the students in the Home Ec. room afterwards. A huge poster with photographs of those who served from New Meadows was also on display.  A chair was decorated in honor of our own Leroy Matthews. It was good for the students of Meadows Valley to stop and reflect on the sacrifices others have made to provide the freedoms we enjoy in this country. 
The elementary student awards for academics, citizenship, and most improved were honored on November 5th. You can view a list of those students on the elementary website by clicking on the students of the month link on the navigation bar. Another elementary awards assembly is scheduled for December 3rd at 8:15 A.M. If you have an elementary student, you are invited to attend. 
A special thanks to all the students and parents for coming to the Title I pizza and information night on November 12th. If you missed the meeting, the Power Point presentation can be viewed by clicking on the link on the Parent Information page or the Title I page found on the elementary website. The Parent Involvement Policy is there for your review and input. We would like to have this policy approved before Christmas vacation if possible. Parents of Title I students, be sure to read the first draft of the policy and provide input by accessing the document through the website or e-mail a request to me at dflaming@mvsd11.org. 
During the month of November, the students of Meadows Valley School have been raising money for the annual performance of the Missoula Children’s Theater. They sold wickless candles and other Scentsy products. Meagan Martinez helped to organize the effort. The fund raiser deadline was the 20th of November. Thank you to all who helped. 
The Meadows Valley teachers and staff put together food baskets for families from our community who need help with food for their Thanksgiving meal this year. These are hard times for many of our families and it was great to see the table overflowing with a generous outpouring of food.  The can food drive is in full swing as well and we hope to gather more food then ever this year to help families. Thank you for contributing.

The science club sponsored the first annual ski swap event on Saturday November 21st.  The students are raising money for the science field trip planned in April this year. They will be doing various fundraisers to help with expenses. This is an important educational experience for out students. Please be supportive of their efforts.
The teachers and staff did not begin Thanksgiving vacation until after the 25th. They were in workshops for two days covering topics related to school safety issues, bullying, Aimsweb reading software, and implementing better teaching methods in the classroom. These teacher education and work days are essential and are mandated by the state for helping our teachers stay current and give them ideas and tools they can use in the classroom. Special Christmas events are planned for students on December 18th. This is the beginning of Christmas break.   Students will return to school on Monday January 5th. Encourage your students to continue reading, and studying over the holidays.
Basketball for the girls and boys varsity and junior varsity has started. Please visit the basketball information pages on the website for important game and practice times. The girls played very competitively in the Meadows Valley Classic on November 13th and 14th. The boys basketball season Tip Off is on December 4th and 5th. Be sure to plan on coming to cheer our student athletes on this season. 
On December 11th-13th, Meadows Valley students will be performing “The Christmas Carol” by Charles Dickens. The community is invited. Be sure to look for posters as the date nears for the exact times for the play. 






The entire school will be traveling to the Nampa Civic Center to watch our own Meadows Valley students perform in the play Annie on December 9th. 

It is important that you visit Power School to check the grade status of your student(s). If you need your log in information, contact Erin at the school office or call 347-2411. 


I am proud to be a part of the Meadows Valley school community. Thank you for your support. My door is always open.          

Most Sincerely,

Dion Flaming

